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CABINET SECRETARIAT ‘ 


)'*r, 


Subject 


Motion in the Lok Sabha by Shri Samar Guha 
for a fresh inquiry into the disappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose. 






S.No.l (R ) - MHA U.O, No. 1/12014/9/77-0.111 (S&P) 

pp.l "7c or. dated 17-11-1977. 


Intimation to 
Secy.M/o. Home 
Affairs. 


Forty five copies of the Note on the above 
subject have been received from the Ministry of Home 
Affairs for the consideration of the Cabinet. The Note 
seems to be in order from the procedural angle and if 
approved may be included in the agenda of the Cabinet 
meeting to be held on 21.11.77. The Note has b >en 
seen and approved by the Home Minister. This subject 
was earlier considered by the Cabinet at its meeting 
held on 29 August, 1974 vide minute s^page 12/cor in 
File No. 6/I/6/74-CF. (Home Minister will be in town 
on 21.11.77). 
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Ministry of Home Affairs 
I • S. Division 
Desk HI 


Subject:- Motion in the Lok Sabha by Shri Samar Guha 
for a fresh inquiry into the disappearance 
of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose* 
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45 copies of Note for the Cabinet (in 
English and in Hindi) are sent herewith for 
submission to the Cabinet. 

• l! 





(N.X. Sinha) 
Deputy Secretary 





Cabinet Bectt. (Shri K, Kami ah. Under Secretary. M.H . A* ) 

MHaU.O. No .I/ 13014/9/77-D.III ( SScP) dated ti -11-1977 
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MINISTRY OF HOME AFFAIRS 
(GRIH M ANTRAL AY A) 


N OTE FOR TKS C/ .BT-IST 

Subject:- MOTION IN THE LOK SAEHA BY SFIPJ SAMAR GUHA 
FOR A HRF.LTJ INQUIRY INTO THE DISAPPEARANCE 
OF NS? AJ I SOBH;;S CHAJOR/. RO SA, 

Is In April, 1956, the Government of Inal a, in 

response to public demand, appointed an Inquiry Committee 
consisting of Sarvashri shah Nawaz Khan, Suresh Chandra 
Bose (elder brother of Net aji Subhas Chandra Bose) and 
S.N, Kaitra , formerly Chief Commissioner of Andaman 
and Nicobar, to ascertain the circumstances concerning 
Netaji's alleged death in an air-era Ui, T\*o members of 
the Committee, namely, Sarvashri Shah Nawaz Khan and 
S.N. Mai -ra, came to the conclusion chat Net aji met his 
death in an air— crash at Taihoku (Formosa) on 
the ISth August, 1945. Shri Suresh Chandra Bose 
disagreed with these findings and submitted a dissenting 
report. The majority report was accepted by the 
Governme nt* 


2. The controversy over the disappearance of 

Net aji was, however , not .resolved and demands continued 
to be made for undertaking another inquiry into the 
matter. Rumours about Netaji's survival and his 
subsequent appearance elsewhere cropped up repeatedly. 

In response to a demand for a fresh inquiry by a number 
of Members of Parliament belonging to different political 
parties the Government decided to appoint a Commission 


of Inquiry to go into the entire matter in July, 1 970 . 
•Shri G.D, Khosla, retired Chief Justice of Punjab” 

High Court j was appointed as a one man Commission to 
"inquire into all the facts and circumstances relating 
tc the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose 
in 1945 and" the subsequent developments connected 
therewith and make a report to the Central Government ' . 
The Commission visited Japan, Burma, Thailand, Singapore, 
Malaysia, South Vietnam and Formosa (Taiwan) and 
examined 224 witnesses including 100 who were examined 
abroad. A large number of files and documents were 
produced and cited in evidence, lhe Gomuiission 
submitted its report on the 30th Jane, 1974. The 
Commission, arrived at the same conclusion that_was 
reached by the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee in 1953 
that Not aji died in an air- crash at Taihoku on 
the 13th August, 1945. 

«♦. The Cabinet considered the report of the 

Commission on the 29th August, 1974. A copy of the 
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note placed before che Cabinet is at Annexure I. The 
Cabinet accepted the finding that Netaji had died in 
an air- crash on the 18th August, 19-do at Ta'ihoku in 
Taiwan, The report of the GoMidssion alongwith the 
memorandum of action taken thereon was laid on the 
Tables of both the Houses of Parliament on 
3rd September, 1974, 


A 


Shri Samar Guha moved the following motion in 


the Lok Satha on the 3rd August, 1977:- 


"Thi s House having considered the Report (1974) 
of the Commission of inquiry into the 
disappearance of Netaji Subha s Chandra Bose, 
laid on the Table of the House on 
the 3rd September, 1974, urges the Government 
to set up a three-man Commission for conducting 
a fresh inquiry into the mystery of disappearance 
of Neta.ji Subha s Chandra Bose, with power to- 


v 


(a) make additional investigations, where 
necessary, into the circumstances leading 
to di sappearance of Netaji since 

Augus t 18 , 1945 5 

(b) record fresh oral evidence of exceptional 
importance 5 

(c) scrutinise the secret officis .1 documents 
in possession of the Government of India, 

Which have not been made available to the 
earlier probing bodies; 

(d) examine external documents, connected with 
Netaji’ s disappearance, which should be 
obtained from the proper quarters and the 
Governments of Japan, Taiwan, United 
Kingdom, U,S.A», China and Russia; and 

(e) re-assess all documentary and oral ^ evidence 
adduced before trie shall Nawaz Committee 
and the Khosla Commission”. 

The discussion on the motion was inconclusive. 

Shri Samar Guha was the principal speaker, while 
Shri Sasankasekhar Sanyal spoke briefly towards the 
end. The motion is likely to come up again in the 
ensuins? Session of the Lok S n bha when the Home Minister r 
will be expected to explain the Government’s stand 
on the Motion. 

5 , In his speech in the Lok Sabha on 

August 3, 1977 Shri Samar Guha has dealt at length 
with the mystery sorrounding the disappearance of 
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Neta'i Subhas Chandra Bose which, according to him, 
still remains to be satisfactorily- explained^ The 
points raised by him have been fully examined in the 
Hone Ministry vis-a-vis the findings of the Khosla 
Commission in the note attached as Annexure II. It 
will be seen that practically all th<=> points mentioned 
by Shri Samar Guha have been fully looked into by the 
Khosla Commission and no fresh grounds relating to these 
have been advanced to require further investigation. 

The only new information brought out by shri Samar Guha 
relates to some documents included in "The Transfer 
of Power 1942-47*% Volume VI published by the British 
Government recently. These documents give an 
impression that fo T * some monons after the Japanese 
announced the death of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in a *1 
air crash on August 18, 1945, the British Government 
were still discussing ways of dealing with Lit The 
documents relied upon are; (l) a let'er dated 
23 1 A August 7 945 from Sir F. Mu die, Home Member of the 
Viceroy's Executive Council to Sir E, Jenkins, Private 
Secretary te/. Viceroy, which' examines the various options 
before the Government for dealing with Netaji Subh xs 
Chandra Bose 5 (ii) Minutes of the meeting of the Indo~ 
Burma Committee of the British Cabinet held on 
25th October, 1945 in which, while discussing the 
treatment of Indian and Burmese collaborators with^the 
enemy, it was generally agreed that the only civilian 
renegade of importance was Subhas Chandra Bose. 


6. The news of Netaji' s death in an air crash on the 
Taihoku air- field in Taiwan on 18 tk August, 1945 was 
broadcast by pemei News Agency from Tokyo on 
the 23rd August, 1945. Sir F. Mudie's letter to the 
PS to the Viceroy, which enclosed a note prepared 
after discussion amongst British officers, was of.the 
same date. It Is reasonable to assume that in point of 
time the news of Netaji' s death may not have been 
known in India at the time of despatch of this letter. 

As regards the minutes of the Indo- Burma Committee of 
the British Cabinet held on 25,10.1945 the memorandum 
dated 24.10.45 from the Secretary of State for India 
(Lord Pethick Lawrence) for consideration by the Indo- 
Burma Committee refers to Bose in the following 
worn. s:~ 


"Apart from Subhas Bose, if he is alive, few of 
those on the list are at present well known 
in India" • 

One cannot infer from this that the British Government 
had information that Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose was not 
involved in the air crash and had escaped. It is but 
natural that the British Government did not readily 
believe the Japanese report of Netaji' s death as 
many people in India including Mahatma Sandhi did not 
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believe it at first. The British Government; suspected 
that the news of tre death in an aircrash could be 
an alibi to enable Netaji to escape, till investigations 
carried cut by their own agencies confirmed the 
Japanese version towards the close of the year 1945. 

7. The issue of Notaji’ s death is surcharged with 
emotions, We have already had two enquiries on the 
subject* Irrespective of any conclusion that may be 
arrived at by a fresh inquiry, Shri Samar Guha and 
others of his conviction will continue to believe that* 
Netaji did not die in an air crash in ±945. Even a 
fresh inquiry is unlikely to set at rest the controversy 
for all times to come, or at this distance of time, to be 
more illuminating than the earlier ones. The Ministry 
of Home Affairs are, therefore, of the view that no 
useful purpose would be served by holding^ another 
inquiry. It is, therefore, suggested that the demand 
for a fresh inquiry made in the Motion moved by 
Shri Samar Guha may not be accepted* 

8 s Approval of the Cabinet iS' solicited for the 
proposal contained in para 7. 

9. The Home Minister has seen and approved this 
not e . 



1/12914 /S/77- D « I II ( S&P) 

NSW DELHI 

The 17th’ November, 1977. 
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NOT 5 FOR TH E 0 . " : 


Subject 


report 
nquiry into 
Subhas 


The 

T 
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the one-man Commission of 
the disappearance of Netaji 
Chandra Bose, 


In April, 1956, the Government of India, in 
response to public demand , appointed a n . Inquiry 
Committee consisting of Sarvashri Shah Nawaz Khan, 
buresh Chandra Bose (elder browner of Ne la j i Subnas 
Chandra BoseJ and S*N. Maitra, formerly Chi e 
Commissioner of Andaman and Nicobar, to ascertain the 
circumstances concerning Netaji " s alleged death in an 
air-crash. Two members of the Committee, namely, 

Sarvashri Shah Nawaz Khan and S,N C Maitra, cane to the 
conclusion that Netaji met his death in an aircrash 
at Taihoku (ibrmosa) on the 18th Angus 4 ", .l94o. 

Shri Sure sh Chandra Bose disagreed with tnese -Lind igs 
and submitted a dissentient report, Tne majority 
report was accepted by the Government, me controversy 
over the disappearance of Netaji was, however, no 
resolved and demands continued to be mace for unoe^tald lg 
another inquiry into the matter. Rumours aoout Netaj- s 
survival and his subsequent appearance e.use where cropped 

u. i*i _ r T -v* r *. .—*» r\ -t-CS TO ft vFl&ncI 1.0 J. ci J- - — T.C^ -1-l- 1 / 

by a nther 5f Members' of Parliament belonging to different 
political parties the Government decided to appoin. a 
Commission of inqui ry to go into the enUi e mat ... in 
i i1 v 'ic»70 Shri G.rv Khosla , retiree vhiei tattioo ui 

• ■■ . 

iS *lTn'i*ra into all the facts and circumstanced relating 
£ <?vhw Chandra Bcse in 

194 * 

!he CoAlscion subedited its 
report on the 3 Cth J une, If 



jions reached by the commission 
brief, as follows: 


2 0 The main eoncli 

in its Inquiry are, in 

On the morning of 15 0 8.194o, Netaji _le^t 

Singapore accompanied by a feu colleagues and others 
bingap-i- ■ 1 r , 3.30 p.y u anfl spent the 

and arrived d ;. ba ^r q n0 « on 17.8=1945, Netaji 
right ther*. At about ^OOj.M.^1/^ ^ 1 

and party j.-ft b; P among others , 8 witne 

The Commi ssj. on exaKLxrs^o* 7 


L 
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who accompanied Netaji in his journey up to Saigon. 
These included (l) Hachia who was deputed by the 
Japanese Gover nme nt to assist Netaji as Minister of 
tne provisional Government of free India. Ke remained 
with Netaji till August 17, 1945, (2 ; Nigeshi, another 
official of the Japanese Government who delivered the 
letter containing the terms of surrender to Netaji 
at Saramban, accompanied him to Singapore and remained 
with him till the morning of August 17, 1945, and 
(3) Gen. I oda, who was the Chief of the Hikari Kikan, 
liaison agency of the Japanese Government with the 


A2ad Hind Government. Pie jo j 




it Singapore 


and went with him upto Saigon. The others were 
Sarvashri 3. A. Iyer, Gulzara Singh and Abid Hasan 
v/ ho were members in Netaji 1 s provisional Government 
besides Debnath Das and Col„ Pritam Singh who were close 
confidants of Netaji* There were souk, difficulties in 
making transport arrangements for Netaji and his party 
beyond Saigon. Only two seats we re finally offered 
to him in a Japanese bomber which had come from Manila 
and was going to Dairen in Manchuria. After some 
discussion, Netaji decided to avail himself of the two 
seats and left Saigon by the bomber plane at approximately 
5.00 P.M. on 17.8.1945, along *£Ah his associate Habibur 
Rehmaii. The plane arrived at Tourain at 7,45 P.NL 
and the party spent the night there. Next day, the bomber 
left Tourain and arrived at Taipei in Formosa at 2,00 D.M. 
At Taipei, the pilot attended to a snag in one of the 
engines which he declared had been corrected after a 
short while. The passengers accordingly explained and 
the pilot took off at 2,35 P.M, Within a few seconds, 

O! 

_ 

broke into two parts and caught fire. Retaji had sustained 
burn injuries of the third degree in the air-crash. He 
was rushed, along with other injured persons, to the 
Military Hospital where, despite^ the efforts of the 
doctors to revive him, he succumbed to the injuries 
same night. The Commission examined, among others, 

4 witnesses who claimed to have travelled ia the ill-fated 
bomber plane with Netaji on 18.8,1945, including the 
navigator of the plane. The testimony of these 4 eye- 
witnesses was corroborated by 11 other witnesses beiore 
the Commission, Among the corroborating witnesses was 
Dr, Yashimi who was acting as tn.e Onj.ef of the Era +; h 
Ho^nital at the Taihoku Army Hospital 5 who claimed 
hale bYn present vhen Netaji <*U« and to have signed 
his death eorliflcate . The Commission has concluded 
that the numerous stories about the meetings of 
other persons with Netaji at various places and times 
after 1945 are completely false and unacceptaole. 
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me of the e.agines flew out and the plane crashed near the 
'rin^e of the "Taihoku airfield. The body of the plane 
4 ^ -hr, fonob-K fi r-p „ Retail had sustains 
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4. The Commission has thus arrived at the sane 
conclusion that was reache d by the Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee in 1956 that Netaji died in an air-crash 
at Taihoku on the 13th lugust, 1945 « The Commission 
has sunnari se 6 its findings in Chapter IK of the report, 

5 * In paras 3,19 to 3,21 in Chapter III, the Commission 
has referred to- two factors among the several causes 
that contributed to' delay in the completion of inquiry. 

One relates to the delay in the appointment of a 
Government counsel to conduct the proceedings and render* 
legal, assistance to the Commas' 1 ' on* The connected facts 
briefly are that the request xor the appointment of a 
counsel to assist tne Commission was received in 
October, 1970, The appointment of ghrl Gopi Nath 
Pikshit was first considered and finalised and then it 
transpired that he had appeared before the shah Nawaz 
Khan Committee also, gome other names were then 
considered but could not be finalised because one 
counsel was not willing to accompany tl e Commission to 
Japan and another counsel declined to accept the 
appointment after the appointment order was issued* 
Finally, the Ministry of Law suggested the name of 
Shri T.R, Bhanin and he was appointed with effect from 
the 23th March, 1972, 


The second factor mentioned b: 




relates to the delay in arrangements for its visit to 
Taiwan, There was some delay in processing this 
matter because it involved the question of an official 
committee vi siting a country with which ve did not have 


any diplomatic relations* 


7. Besides the points noted above, there are no ether 
aspects of the report which call for any clarifi cation 
from the Government 5 s side. There is also no aspect of 
the report calling for follow up action by the 
Government. The findings of the Commission may be accepted, 


8 „ Soon after the Commission submitted its report to 
the Government, repeated demands have been inade^ in the 
Parliament by shri Samar Guha 3 M.P, t and some others 
that the report should be laid on the table of the 
House immediately* Cabinet's approval is sought for 
laying the report on the table of the House during 
the current session itself with the following report 
about the action taken by Government. 

"Government have examined the report- submitted 
by the commission of Inquiry appointed in 
July-. 1970 to enquire into all the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance 
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£f Netaji Subha s Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequen 
de ve lep me nt ^connect ed therewith. The Government have 
decided to accept the findings of the Commission that 
ifetaji Subhas Chandra Bose died in an air crash on the 
18th August, 1945 at T/JHOKU airfield In TAIWAN” , 

Home Minister has seen and approved this note. 


3 d/- 

(N.K. MCKAEUI) 
HOME SECRETARY 


/F,No . 31/2/74- Poll (Hull I) 
New Delhi-110001 
Dated* August 27, 1974 « 


Cabinet Secretariat « 


No. 25/ 14/70- Poll, II 
(j l }j LJX iVi. Up li'k/ JA 

hIlU.O.Ltn.X Up li- U iu XiX X xili-X *J> 

New Delhi, the 1 1 th July, 1970 
r, JIIPICPL luu 

S<0» 2375 the Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
appointed by the Government of India in April, 195^, to inquire 
into and to report to the Government of India on the circumstances 
concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from 
Bangkok about the 16th August, ly45» his reported death as 
a result of an aircraft accident, and subsequent developments 
connected therewith, had come to the conclusion that Netaj i 
Subhas Chandra Bose met his death in an air crash; 

AND VrJiu.uxio there is a widespread feeling amonghst the 
public that the problem of finding the truth about Netaji’ s 
death still remains; 

•AwD ViHxi'.xAa there has been a persistent demand for a further 
inquiry into th a matter; 

aND WtilKAab inlii Central Government is of opinion that it 
is necessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry for the purpose 
of making an inquiry into a definite matter of public impor taoce , 
namely, the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945; 

hip/ ? TtLBu.icllTQ: k j 2 » ? q n exercise of the powers conferred by Section 
3 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952) 5 the 
Central Government t hereby appoints a Commission of Inquiry 
consisting of Shri G.J. Khosla, Retired Chief Justice of the 
Punjab High C our t, as s ole member . 

2. The Commission shall inquire into all the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaj i Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments connected 
therewith and make its report to the Central Government. 

The Commission will be expected to complete its inquiry and 
make its report by the 31st December, 1970. 

3 . The Central Government is of opinion that having regard to 
the nature of the inquiry to be made and other circumstances 

of the case, all the provisions of sub-section ( 2 ), sub-section 
( 3 ), sub-section (4) and sub-section (5) of Section 5 of the 
Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (GO of 1952) should be made 
applicable to the said Commission and the Central Government 
hereby directs under sub-section ( 1 ) of the said section 5 
that all the provisions aforesaid shall apply to the said 
commission. Sf /- 

T .C . a. lR ? 

Joint Secretary 


ANNEX Bros tt 


Points Raised by Shri Samar Guha 

in hig speach in th- Lok Sabha 

on August 3 l« i 977 


1. Revelations in ’’Transfer of Power 1942-47 

Volume-VI" published recently by the British 
Governme n t . 


Shri Guha has referred to document No. 57 which is a 
letter dated August 23,1945 from Shri F. Mudie, the then 
Home Member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council to Sir E. 
Jenkins, Private Secretary to the Viceroy which examines 
various options before the Government for dealing with 
Subhash Chandra Bose. He has also referred to document 
No. 168 which contains the minutes of the mee :ing of the 
India Burma Committee of the British Cabinet held on 
October 25, 1945 under the chairmanship of tne British 
Prime Minister. While discussing the treatment of Indian and 
Burmese collaborators with the eneny, it was generally agreed 
that the only vicilian renegade of importance was Subhash 
Chandra Bose. On the basis of these documents, Shri Guha 
has tried to draw the inference that the Government of India 
in those days were in jxs session of information indicating 
that Netajiwas not dead. However, Shri Guha's inference 
is not logical. In the chaotic conditions which were 
prevailing immediately after the close of World War-II, it 
was not possible for the then British Government in India to 
accep twithout verification the rlepor ts cf the Jepanese News 
Agency to the effect that Subhash Chandra Bose had died 
as a result of injuries sustained in a plane sia crash 
on August, 1 8 , 1945, at Taihoku. Several investigations 
were carried out by various Military and para-Military 
Organisations of tne British Government and it was 
only toward the close of 1945 that the British Government 
came to the conclusion that the report regarding the 
death of Subhash Chandra Bose on August 1o, 1945 was correct 
and the announcement of his death was not par^ of 
a plan to cover up Bose's escape to Russia. Thus, in 
document No. 1 6 1 , which is a Memorandum dated 
£4.10=45 by the Secretary of State for India for 
consideration by the India Burma Committee of the 
British Cab ine t, Lord Pethick Lawrence has referred to 
Subhash Chandra Bose in the following words 

n Apart from Subhash Bose if he is alive, few of those 
on the list are at present well known in India." Thus, when 
the Cabinet Committee was being briefed the Government 
was clearly aware of reports regarding Bose’s death but 
thereports were not taken as conclusive since the verification 
by the British authorities was not yet complete. Similarly in 
document No. 154 which is a memorandum dated 20.‘ 1 9 o 45 by the X 
Secretary of State for consideration by the Cabinet Committee, 
the question posed is regarding action to be taken against 
Subhash Chandra Bose ”if he were found alive". This phrase 
neither proves nor disproves the Japanese Report of Bose's 
Death on August 1 8 , 1945. 
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2 . Wave 11 1 s J put nal . 

On August 24-, 1945 Lord Wavell made the following 
entry in his journal:- ! 

11 1 wonder if the Japanese announcement of Subhash 
Chandra Bose's death in an air-crash is true, I suspect 
it very much, it is just -what would be given out if he 
meant to go underground. My first reaction when it was 
to tell P.S.V. to ask S.E.A.C. to make most careful enquireies 
into the story as foon as they could. If it is true, it will * 
be a great relief. His disposal would have presented a most 
difficult problem.” 

Again on September 21, 1949 lord Wave 11 made the following 
entry in his journal:- 

"According to the Japs at Singapore, S,C, Bose definitely . 
is dead but I ^iall be sceptical till lurther confirmation," 

On the basis of the above reactions noted by Lord 'Wavell in 
his journal 3hr i Guha has tried to draw the inference that the 
British Government did not t-elieve .in the Japanese report 
of the death of Shri Bose. Justice Khosla a has gone into this 
aspect of the matter in para 4-.124 of his report. Justice Khosla 
has mentioned that in subsequent entries in his journal, Lord 
Wave 11 took Bose's death as proved and repeatedly referred to 
him as a dead person. 

‘y 

3 . Kquntb atten' s Diary., 

Shri Guha has referred in his speech toe er tain excerpts 
from Mountbatten’ s Diary which were placed before the Khosla 
Commission, a telegram dated 17 . 10. 1.94-5 from Headquarters British 
Troops in China to omLosuh is a s follows:- 

vJhl states, when Bose was preparing to leave Burma 

with his family by plane Chinese intercepted Japanese 

message ordering Bose to separate from his f amily 
and remain in Burma. DMI' s supposition is that though Bose's 
family were in the place that crashed Bose was not tnere and 
he subsequently escaped into Thailand. DMI has no evidence- 
other than the intercept but is still convinced that he is 
correct. (DMI here appears to be the Chinese DMI)”. 

Again, the Weekly Intelligence Review for the week ending 
November 2, 1949 has a section, on Bose. The Review -comments that 
the story (about Bose's death) cannot be take n a s final until 
the photographs said to have been taken on the spot and the 
actual remains of Bose; have been examined. The r eview alao 
comments .that the story conveys the . general impression that it 
is true but the possibility that it is f ictitious cannot 
be overlooked for 3 reasons (a) all records at Bangkok an d 
Saigon were destroyed by the Japs, with the exception of a 
file containing .four signals connected with the incident 
(a possible plant) (b) the Japanese General Isoda was annxious to 
inform the Indian Community of Bos e-’ s ■ depa rture , possibly in 
order to prepare them for the news of his death (c) the fact 
that one soiree stated that Bose died in Japan whilst others 
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said in Formosa (but the comment is made that the Japs may have 
regarded to another report in the Mountabatten pi per which reads 
as follows: - 

"It appears the whole things are suspicious. It has 

been s : aid that . only two seats wer^ . available in 
the plane. It is natural that any imp or tent .person like 
Bose should have been allowed to mare in an special plane. 

The description of the funeral is more suspicious. 

The secret signals found say that Bose died that very 
night at Taihoku and the dead body was flown to T^kyo. 

The news that was broadcast by the Domai news agency said that 
Bose died in Japan. Again Habibur Rahman says that Bose 
- died at Tokyo and his body was cremated there. Such 
contradictions are suspicious. It car oe said that Bose 
definitely left Saigon. Perhaps the air-crash was cooked 
up at Taihoku. Possibly after that Bose escaped so.mewhere 

It is no doubt true that at the time when the da_ath 
of Subhash Chandra Bose was reported in August 1945 there was an 
element of sceotis 1 " in Government and military circles. The' 
Kountbatten papers, however, do not contain any finding that 
Subhash Chandra Bose did not die on August 1 8 , 1945 in the 

circumstances- mentioned by Japan. On the contrary, the finding 
in the Mountbatten papers is definitely to the effect that 
Bose died at Taihoku on August 1 8 , 1945. There is a reference 
in the Mountbatten papers to Telegram 219 of 2 1 ; 5 » 1 946 from 
Uklim to BjiCBoA in which it is stated that "we are * sat is f ied that 
death of Bose has been established beyond all reasonable, 
doubt and would have preferred not to rpopen enquiry." 

There is another report in the Mountbatten papers which 
relates to the last movements of Subhash Chandra Bose. This 
report states that the plane carrying S.C. Bose crashed at 
l403 hrs. on August 18 , 1945 at Taihoku. Subhash Chandra Bose 
was injured seriously in the crash. He was removed to hospital 
where he died at 2400 hrs. on the night of August 18/19, 1945* 
This report is baled on information furnished by Lt.’ Gen. Isoda 
of the H ikar i Kikan which was the li.aison organisation between 
the Government of Japan and the provisional Gover nment of 
Subhas Chandra Bose. ■ j 

i 

• 4 . Telegram from Me. Arthur to Mountbatten. 

shr i Guha has referred to a telegram sent by Gen. Me 
Arthur to Lord Mountbatten at Singapore in which Me. Arthur has 
stated "Bose has again escaped". From this Shri Guha has tried 
to .draw the in ference . that the crash story is false. Thj_ s 
matter has been discussed in paTa 4.125 of the Khosla Corm ission 
Report. Justice Khosla has stated that even if this statement 
was made, it- obviously meant that the Allied Military Aughorities 
had not been able to captire Bose aliva and that the observations 
cannot be taken to mean that there was any information of Bose's 
escape to a place of safety. 

,5. Reaction of Mahatma Gandhi to the news of Bob e* s death 

Shri Guha has referred to the following statements 
allegedly made by Mahatma Gandhi: - 


- - ^ 

• A 


(i) 

Subhas Chandra Bose had thrown dust in the ey c s 
of the British a d es aped from India; 

.* 

( ii) 

Even if 
bel ie ve 

I am shown the ashes of Bose, I will not 
that Bose is dead; 


(iii) 

I believed that Subhas Bose is still alive and is 
hiding. I admire his courage and patriotism; 

* 

(iv) 

Whatever 
believe 
al ive . 

you may tell me to the contrary, I still 
in my heart of hearts that Netaji is 

* 

m 


Justice Khosla has refer re d to the statements allegedly made by. 

Mahatma Gandhi in para 4.119 and p.gfa 8.8. of his report. Justice 

Khosla has stated that if Mahatma Gandhi did say these 

things they could only have been prompted by his deep respect 

for Bose and a desire to see him alive. When any one near 

and dear to us or anyone great is reported to have died, we are 

reluctant to reconcile ourselves to the loss and so we do not 

believe in bis death. Mahatma Gandhi's expressions amoutat 

to nothing more than such thinking or a symbolic tribute te Bose. 

• • • • 

Moreover, Prof. Guha himself stated before the Khosla Commission 
that after Col. Habibur Rahman met C-andhiji and gave him an 
account of the air-crash Gandhiji said ’’after meeting 
Col. Habibur Rahman, I would ask my c oh try men to telieve 
what Habibur ^ehman said". Therefore, according to Prof. 

Guha himself, Gandhiji believed Habibur Rehman's story. 

*7 

6. Testimony of Shri Alfred Waug. a Cannadian correspondent. 

According to Shri Guha, Mr. Alfred Waug met Sardar 
Baldev »->ingh, Pandit Nehru and also Subhas Chandra Bose 
and showed a photograph of Netaji taken at D&lat near 
Saigon af te r ugus t 1 8 , 1945* The facts regarding Mr. 

Waug’ s photograph have been dealt with by Justice 
Khosla in para 7*8 of his report. Justice Khosla has 
completely disbelieved the alleged encounter of Mr. Waug with 
Netaji. This has been done on the basis of the fact that Mr. 

Waug was commissioned by a paper to write a story about 
Bose, but the story was never published and there is 
nothing to show that Waug’s encounter with Bose after 
the date of the alleged crash was ever given public ty under 
Waug's signature in any American newspaper. 

7 . Message received by Gandh id i/ Pandit Nehru from. Bose from 

Mannhirria and JAatironv of Shri Shy am Lai j ai.n . 

Shri Guha h; s asserted that the British' Intelligence reported} 
that Gandhiji and Nehru received some kind of secret' 
communication from Netaji from Manchuria. Reference has also 
been made to the testimony of Shri Shy am ij al Jain (witness No. 21 
before the Kh osla Commiss ion) who state d that in the end of 
December 1945 He was summoned by Mr. Nehru and asked to ma e 
copies of a letter which s te tel that Subhas Chandra Bose arrived 
at Manchuria on August 23, 1945* Shri S.L..Jain further 
testified that he took down on dictation from Mr. Nehru a letter 
to Mr . Clemen t Attlee , Prime Minister of England, stating that 


- 6 - 


# 


Russians had allowed Bose to enter Russia and that this was a 
clear betrayal of faith by the Russians. The testimony of 
ohri Sh-yam Lai Jain is at pages 1299-1400 of Volume No. IV of 
the transoijp-jzbf oral testimony before the Khosla Commission.! 
onri wain s testimony was o' "iously not considered of probative 
value by Justice Khosla in the absence of any supporting 
documents. & 


® • Report of Bose’s presence in Russia. 


Shri Guha has referred to a letter written by the 
president of the North-West Frontier Student Congress in which 
he stated that Bose was in TT. shri Guha has also tried to 
correlate Subhas Chandra Bose with one Ghilazi Malang. Shri Guha 
has also stated that the Russian Ambassador in Kabul informed 
the Governor of the Afghan Province on Khost in December, 1945 
that Bose was in Moscow, shri .Guha has also stated that the 
Russian Vice Consul General in "Tehran disclosed in March 46 
that Bose was in Russia where he was secretly organising a 
group of Russians to work on the same lines as the INa. The 
Ministry of External Affairs during the ccnrse of collecting 
documents from foreign powers for the Khos-La Commission had 
addressed our Embassy in Moscow to request the Russian 
Government for documents that may be available with t.hem which 
have a bearing on the Inquiry * Our Mission sent a negative 
reply about availability of documents in Russian in this regard. 
They also quoted an entry made against the name of Netaji 
in the Great Soviet Encyclopaedia to the effect that Netaji 
died during an air-crash in 1945. In para 8.8 of his report 
Justice Khosla has referred, to an alleged article which was 
published in Pravda in the Soviet Union and after a full 
discussion he has discounted the contentions of Prof. Guha 
about Bose being In Russia. ' 


9 . Repor t of Shr i S.A. Tver. Publicity Minister of the Azad 

Hind Government to Pandit Nehru in 1951. 


^Govern- 
ment* to 
re'port the 
exact facts 
about the 
as'hes of 


Shri Guha has stated that certain portions of Iyer's 
report to Pandit Nehru were suppressed when the report was 
placed in Parliament. The portion allegedly suppressed refers 
to disclosures by Col. Tada regarding a secret Jap are se .plan to 
send Bose to Russia. Col. T a d d and Isoda are supposed to have 
been the architects of this secret plan. The evidence of 
Col, Tada has been elaborately discussed by Justice Khosla in 
paragraphs 4.70 to 4,73 of his report. It would appear that 


disinclined to believe Tada* s 


death on_Aiigust 20,1945 
1 - story 


when Iyer was Informed about Bose's 
by Col. T a da, he was 
because Tada was not very communicative.- At the same time, 

Iyer did not reject Tada' s story. However, ultimately Iyer 
accepted the crash story because at Tokyo he received Netaji' s 
ashes at the Imperial -Japanese Headquarters and helped to 
carry them to the Renkoji Temple and also treated the ashes with 
the reverence due to his leader. -It was again Iyer who was 
asked to draft the announcement of Bose's death which was to be 
broadcast on August 23,1945, and he did so. In 1951 when Iyer 
went to Japan to enquire into the properties belonging to INA 
in India .and abroad, he was asked by the/ Subhas Chandra Bose 
and authentic information regarding the gold and jewellery 
carried by him on his last known plane flight 
Shri Iyer discussed the story of the fatal 
considerable detail and went on to say 

reneat that I have not the faintest doubt in my mind that the 
-rho c that are enshrined in the Renkoji Temple in Tokyo 

• . 6 /— 


In his report, 
air- crash in 
"in conclusion I would 
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10. Nehru's beliefs about Bose’s death. « 

Shri Guha has referred to a letter written in 1962 by Pandit 
Nehru to Shri Sur sh Chandra Bose, elder brother of Netaji in which 
Pandit Nehru stated: - 

"T ou have asked me to send you proof cf Netaji Subha s Chandra 

Bose's death. I cannot send you any precise and direct proof". 

Shri Guha has again referred to a reply by -fendit Nehru to a letter 
of Amiya Bose in which he said: - 

"Iagree with you that something should be done to finalise 

the question of Netaji' s death". «. 

On the basis of the above s tatement.** Professor Guha 
has tried to come to the conclusion that Pandit Nehru himself was not 
at all convinced that Netaji w as dead. Justice Khosla has discussed thi 
aspect of the matter very extensively in paras 4.116, 4.117 and 4.118 
of his report. Justice Khosla has come to the conclusion that if 
Hr. Nehru's replies are read in full, the interpretation sought 
to be placed upon them is a gross travesty of what he said. 

Mr. Nehru had throughout taken the stand that he believed in Bose's 
death. Justice Khosla has further stated that Mr. ^ehru' s decision 
to appoint the Shah Nawaz Committee to inquire into Bose's death 
cannot be interpreted a s arising from a doubt entertained by him 
regarding the truth of the crash story. Such a decisior> 6 f ten 
means no more than that the Government in power has nothing to conceal. 
The Government's good faith and its truly democratic nature are 
proved all the more convincingly by what may prove to be a 
redundant inquiry. 

7 . 

11 . Failure of the Government to procure docunents called 

for by the Khosla Commissio . 

Shri Guha has stated that although a list of 38 documents was 
submitted to the Government of India, only 5 documents were 
produced, and the Gcv.ernne nt stated that the r maining documents 
were either lost or destroyed. Reference has also been made to 
file 12/226/56/PM from the PM's office which was reportedly destroyed 
by burning. In this context, paras 9 *l(xxii), 8*4 and 8.5 of the 
Khosla C ommiss ion Repor t may be referred to Justice Khosla has 
categorically stated that there is no evidence of any attempt by 
the Government to withhold evidence or place impediments in the way of 
the Commission-, gll documents calle d for have bet n supplied. Justice 
Khosla has further stated that as and when he received information 
regarding files and documents which could throw light on the subject 
matter of the inquiry, he sent a requisition to the Government. 

The requisition was invar iably .complied with and all files and • 
documents asked for were, made available, except, one file which was 
said to have been destroyed in the ordinary course of routine 
according to which old and. unwan ted files are destroyed. The 
position with regard to this particular file w as specifically 
explained by the former PM Smt. Indira Q a ndhi in a letter written 
tp Professor Guha on January 1 , 1974- 

# • I# 

12. Visit to Taiwan. 

Shri Guha has referred to the visit of the Khosla Commission to 
Taiwan and stated that it was only as a result of Shri Guha's personal 
battle for six months that Mrs. Gandhi agreed to. the ’visit. He has 
further stated that the Khosla C ommiss ion was instructed by the 
Government of India not to have any kind of Communication either with 
the Government of Taiwan or with any non- official organisation. Shri 
Guha's conclusion is that this restriction imposed on the Khosla Comm- 
ission renders! its visit to Taiwan infructious. The circumstances 


4 


^ • 

-n which the 


Commission v;as 


P w ' 4 ^ 9 v (■ 

to function 


in Taiwan has be^n 


explained by .justice Khosla in para 3°21 and piras 

8.^1 to 8.47 of his report. Justice Khosla has state I 
that in all its inquiry outside India involving contacts 
with forei gn_ Governme nt agencies, the Commission has 
functioned with the assi'-tance of Indian Missions 
located abroad. Taking into consideration the fact 
that we have no Mission in Taiwan, stch assistance 
was not possible when the commission visited Taiwan. 

In view of this and in view of the fact that we have 
no diplomat! c. relations with Taiwan, it was suggested 
that the Commission may make independent inquiries 
without enlisting the formal cooperation of any official 
or non-official body in Taiwan, and make its own 
arrangements on a private basis. The Commission 
decided to accept this suggestion. Justice Khosla 
has categorically stated that he was not constrained 
by any directive or inhibition. Justice, Khosla has 
: also concluded that any criticism by Shri Guha or anyone 
else regarding the Commission's manner of functioning 
in Taiwan is wholly unfounded and appears to have been 
motivated by the fact that despite the visit to Taiwan, 
no cogent and reliable evidence abou the subject 
matter of the inquiry could be discovered there. 


/ • 


13 , Al leged inqui ry by Mayor of.Ta -lneh _ln.._194g_aRi3 
co rresoo ndence between Pend it Nehru and Chaing - 


Shri Guha has stated that Pandit Nehru had written 
a letter to Chiang-Kai-Shek in 1946 requesting him 
to conduct an inquiry, and that an inquiry was conducted 
by the Mai or of. Taipei who came to the conclusion that 
there was no proof of any plane crash. Justice Khosla 
has referred to. this aspect of the matter in para 8.9 
of his report. He has stated that the Mayor of Taipei 
who arrived in Taipei some time after August 18,1945 
and who'. Is said to" have made some sort of inquiry into 
the matter was dead when the Commission visited Taiwan. 
Justice Khsola has further stated that the Mayor's 
report, if available, would have been inadmissible 
in evidence, for it yrould be nothing more than the 
opinion of an individual. ■■ . 1 

14 . Wiq d direction at Taihoku ai raart* 

Shri Guha has referred to a statement, by the 
Matereological Officer at the Taihoku Airport oo tie 
effect that during this time., In the month of August, 
the wind blows from North to South. Since the air 
strip is from North to south and since a plane always 
takes off s^einst the wind current, the p’^ne would 
have gone from South to North, if there had been 
any accident at all, the accident co -old have been 
at' the North end of the air strip. But each and 
every witness said that the air— crash toon place 
at the South' end of the airport near the Japanese 
Temple- i. hcive not fotin^ nny s elusion in the Khosln 

Commission Report regarding the wind direction at 
Taihoku in August, However, it would hardly be 
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logical to di sbelieve the entire crash story on the 
basis of a general statement regarding the direction 
oi the wind at a particular time in a particular month, 
nven when an easterly wind is expected, it is not 
j.mpossible for^a westerly wind to blow. Similarly, 
when a north wind is expected, it is not impossible for 
a southernly wind to blow. Persons who were present 
m the plane which crashed have testified before the 
Khosla Commission about the crash and it would be 
highly illogical to disbelieve the entire testimony of * 
■all these witnesses merely on the basis of a general 
statement about the direction in which the wind generally 
blows around a particular time in a particular month of 
the year at a particular place. 

IS • Testimony that cr ash occ u rred in 1944 „ 

Shri Guha has referred to the testimony of a student 
who said that the crash took place at that exact place 
in 1944 and not in 1945. Shri Guha has himself 
admitted that Justice Khosla did not accept the 
testimony and dismissed it as a figment of the imagination. 
Even if we agree that a crash took place in 1944, it 
cannot lead to an inference that another crash did 
not take place in 1946. In para 6*32 of his report 
Justice Khosla has referred to similar evidence which 
was sought to be adduced by pr. S„N. sinha. Dr, Sinha T s 
evidence has been discussed at great length by Justice 
Khosla who came to the conclusion that 7>r„ Sinha has 
attempted to practise fraud upon the Commission. 

Justice Khosla ' :as further stated that r>r. sinha has 
acquired the travellers 1 proverbial propensity and 
readiness to tell lies. 


16 0 Report ty the C 3D.T C (Combined Services petgil ed 
lig ence Cen t re ) . 


±nj 

Shri Guha has referred in his speech to the testimony 
of Shri B.C. Chakraborty of the CSPIC. The CSPIC was a 
global organisation of which Col. Stevenson was the 
local commander, shri B.C. Chakraborty was a member of 
the Indian Police Fbrce and was deputed to the War 
Department of the Government of India during World 
War II and was attached to the CSPIC » An inquiry was 
conducted by a team of officers of the v^SDlC inoo the 
circumstances under which Netaji is supposed to have 
died. Shri B.C. Chakraborty, who appeared as a witness 
before the Khosla Commission, was the person who carried 
out a major part of the Inquiry and prepared the 
i'inal report. Shri Chakraborty stated in his testimony 
before the Commission that CSPIC report came to the 
conclusion that the testimony of Col. Habibur Rahman was 
untrue and constituted an attempt to provide a 
camouflage for the security and protection of Netaji » 

From paras 5.45 to 5,58 of the Khosla Commission Report 
it would appear that while Shri Chakraborty was 
testifying before the Khosla Commission, ohe CSuI^ report 
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was. not before the Kho si a Commission and this led 
Shri Chakraborty to make absolutely fj&lse statements 
■without fear of contradiction. But the CSDl'J 
report was subsequently made available to the commission 
and disproved in every material particularly the oral 
Testimony which Shri Chakraborty gave before the 
Commission. Justice Kh>sla has concluded that 
Shri Chakraborty 1 s statement appears to have been 
made in the hope that the file would not be forthcoming. 

• P assenger lis t of th e plane. 

Shri Guha has stated that Justice Khosla has 
relied on the evidence of 4 witnesses who claimed to 
have travelled in the same plane as Netaji* However, 
since there is no documentary evidence to prove that 
these witnesses actually travelled in tie plane with 
Net ad i, their testimony Is not reliable 0 This aspect 
of the matter has been specifically dealt with by Justice 
Khosla in paras 4.^40 & 4.85 to 4.89 of the report. 

Justice Khosla has mentioned that the papers in the plane 
must have perished ‘in the fire, because the front 
portion of che plane where they would normally be carried 
was completely des-troyed. Justice Khosla has further 
stated that any flight papers at the army headquarters 
in Datar or Saigon must have been lost or destroyed 
because they were not required by any authority. There 
is .also no evidence that there was at any time, in existence, 
any flight papers relating to the flight of the Bomber 
which left Saigon with Ketaji and Habibur Rahman on 
August 17, 1945. It is only conjecture that such papers 
must have been prepared. 

18. Contr adictions in the testimony of different 
wit gesse Sc 

Shri Guha has stated that the testimony of all the 
witnesses is full of discrepancies and contradictions. 

He has cited several instances. He has referred to the 
type of plane, the place from which the plane. came, 
the arrival at Touraine, the place where Netaji stayed 
at Touraine, the actual cause of the crash, etc. 

Justice Khosla was fully aware of certain discrepancies 
in the testimonies of different witnesses as will appear 
from para 4.50 (iii). The matter was argued strenuously 
before the Khosla Commission. Justice Khosla has discussed 
these arguments in paras 4.60 to 4.65 and come to the 
conclusion that the discrepancies to which his attention 
had been drawn do not falsify the story of the crash. 

These discrepancies are due to the passage of time and 
the memory of witnesses becoming somewhat Vague 
regarding matters o-f detail, 
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19, Testimony of Shri 

Shri Ouha has -liege’ that Shri Jagdish Kodesia, 
who was at one tine President of the Delhi Congress, 
testified before the Khosla Commission that in 1961 
when he went to Dalat, a place fctear Saigon, the Bishop 
of Dalat told- him that on the day of the reported plane 
crash and also on the day cn which the death was announced, 
Netaji was with the Bishop of Dalat . I do not think 
any. notice^ need be taken of the testimony of 
Shri Kodesiac Chapter hi of the report of the Khosla 
Commission, manning into no fewer than 43 paragraphs, 
discusses in elaborate detail the testimony of many 
witnesses (their number is legion; who claimed to have 
met or talked to Bose at various times and places 
after August 18, 1945, Justice Khosla has not found 
any substance in any one of these stories 0 

2 0, Inniiry Into the plane cr.a - h by the Japanese 
au thori ties.. 


Shri Guha has referred to the fact that Genral 
Isamaye, Chief of the Japanese Formosan army told the 
Shah Nawaz mnlttee that he had asked General Ande , 
his second in command to hold an inquiry into the plane 
crash. Svsn then no inquiry was made. From this, 

SL'.tL Guha has drawn the inference that there was no 
plane crash. In paras 4.86 <?: 4*90 of his report Justice 
Khosla has stated that the absence of an inquiry by the 
Japanese cannot lead to the inference that the crash 
story is false. In the chaotic conditions prevailing 
at that time, when the Japanese were hurrying to get 
out of Formosa when the American forces were expected 
to arrive at any moment and occupy the island, no inquiry 
could have been held or even contemplated# 

21 n In quirie s by Japanese non-official agencies. 

Shri Guha has referred to an inquiry conducted 
some years after the crash by a Japanese non~6fficial 
agency.. Shri -Guha has stated that a copy of the report 
, was published in- "Beacon cross Asia". It was stated 
in the report that a number' of leading aeronautical 
expezts from Japan with full knowledge and experience 
of flying and maintenance of combat planes conducted 
an inquiry and did not believe the crash story. 

I have not been able to locate the publication 
referred to by Shri Guha nor do I find any mention 
of it in the Khosla Commission Report, However, in 
view of the observations of Justice Khosla regarding 
the alleged inquiry report of the Mayor of Taipei, 
even if the report in Beacon Cross Asia is made 
available, it will not be considered to be anything 
but an opinion and cannot have any probative value. 
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22. 


■ft&.a.«l7i»_fleath of persona In ths 


Shrl Guha has seated that it is strange that there 
was a selective survival an d selective de ath and all 
those persons who hat? to die had died anc 1 all those 
who had to survive survived. This has again been 
discusser- 1 bv Justice Kho'sla in para 4.50CV) and in 
para 4.83 of his report. He has stated that the facts 
do not support the submission that all passengers 
destined for Mac hurl a died and the only survivors 
were persons who were not to go to Manchuri a c 


Li 


_qf ho r ou r s to Ne te.i l .. 


Soil Guha has referred to the fact that no 
military honours were recorded to Bose at his funeral. 
He. was held in high esteem by the Japanese and it is 
inconceivable that, the Japanese would have allowed 
his dead body vo -be cremated without the usual military 
honours. From this Jhri Guha has tried to draw the 
inference that Bose did not die at all® This has 
again been discussed by Justice Khosia in para 4.84 of 
his report- He has referred to the post-war and post 
surrender conditions prevailing in territory occupied 
by the Americans and complete demoralisation of the 
Japanese war machine. After August 15, the emphasis 
was not at all on the observation of protocol and 
proprieties but on promptness in carrying out whatever 
tasks could be performed before the allied forces 
cramped down a total ban on all Japanese movements. 


lac - 

.Chl I-', 
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Sir! Guha has referred to' the cremation permit 
and a death certificate in respect of one ’Okara Ichiro. 
The argument is that this cremation permit ^and death 
certificate are alleged to be in. respect of Neta^i, 
but since the details in the permit and certificate 
do not correspond to Not 4|i 5 Hetaji could not possibly 
have died. Justice Khosia has re .ferre i to this^ 
aspect, of the matter in paras 4,93 to 4.99 of his 
report and has come to the conclusion, that t-ness two 
documents have no evidentiary value at all and neither 
of them proves or disproves anything* The argument 
advanced by Shri Guha is in the nature of a nort-aequitur 
fo' 1 ' what does not, relate to ah event cannot be used to 
disprove it. It is tantamount to raising a phantom 
and" then destroying it. 

26 , Phot njyca-Dh s of testjmQjg 

ofF ;- t hT:ian,' 

Shri Guha has referred to the photographs which 
were taken at the time of the crash and afterwards. 

He has tried to make much of the fact that there is no 
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photograph showing the face cf Netaji. This aspect of 
the matter has again been discussed in para 4,84 of 
Justice Khosla' s report. He has u -luded that some 
photographs were probably taken and thei:e were produced 
by Col. Rahman but since Col. Rahman has not been examined 
as a witness and there is no evidence to prove the 
i : nuine neus of the photographs , he would not rely on ttem. 
He treated the photographs as documentstviaich had not been 
proved. This does not mean that he declared the 
documents to be false and, therefore, contradictory 
of the story of the crash. Since it was not known who 
took the photographs, to whom they were h a nded over 
and through which agency they received publicity they 
could not be used in evidence® In any event, there was 
no point in taking a photograph of Bose's face because 
he had sustained such extensive burns that his face 
was unrecognisable though in the form of his body 
resemblance remained to make identification possible. 

26. N etaji 1 s watch. 

Finaxly Shri Guha has referred to the watch which 
Netaji was wearing at the crash. Shri Guha has alleged 
that the watch which was produced before the Commission 
is rectangular in shape whereas Netaji never wore a 
rectangular watch. Shri Guha has also referred to the 
fact that the watch showed the time as 2-35. This 
again has been discussed by Justice Khosla in paras 
4,103 to para 4,106 of his report. The fact which emerges 
is that the i^atch was handed over by Col. Rahman to 
Pandit Nehru who in turn handed it over to Shri Ami a 
Bose, ghri Ami a Bose who was questioned at greath 
length by the Commission was inclined to believe the 
story attributed to H a hibur Rahman and to accept the 
fact that the watch did in fact belong to Subhas 
Bose. The father of Sarat Chandra Bose also did not 
doubt the story. Regarding the timirg shown on the 
watch, Justice Khosla has stated that he personal^ 
tested and found the hands of the watch could be easily 
manipulated. Consequently, the timing shown on the 
watch cannot lead to any inference about the time 
when the crash took place „ 
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ANNEXUR3 I 


NOT E FOR TH E CABINET 

Subject:- The report of the cne-man Commission of 
Inquiry into the disappearance of Netaji 
Subha s Chandra Bose, 


In April, 1956, the Government of India, in 
response to public demand, appointed an Inquiry 
Committee consisting of Sarvashri Shah Nawaz Khan, 
buresh Chandra Bose (eldc-r brother of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bone) and S*N. Maitra, formerly Chief 
Commissioner of Andaman and Nicobar, to ascertai n the 
circumstances concerning Netaji' s alleged death ir. an 
air-crash* Two members of the Commit" tee, namely, 

Sarvashri Shah Nawaz Khan and S J, Maitra, came to the 
conclusion that Netaji met his death in an aircrash 
at Taihoku (Formosa) on the 18th Angus 4 " , 1945. 

Shri Suresh Chandra Bose disagreed vath’these findings 
and submitted a dissentient report* The majority 
report was accepted by the Government* The controversy 
over the disappearance of Netaji was, however, not 
resolved and demands continued to be made for undertaking 
another inquiry into the matter. Rumours about Netaji* s 
survival, and his subsequent appearance elsewhere cropped 
up repeatedly. In response to a demand for a fresh inquiry 
by a number of Members of Parliament belonging to different 
political parties the Government decided . to appoint^ a 
Commission of Inauiry to go into the entire matter in 
July 1970, Shri G.D., Khosla, retired Chief Justice of 
Punjab High Court, was appointed as a one man Commission 
to "inquire into all the facts and circumstanced relating 
to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 
1945 and the subsequent' developments connected therewith 
and make its report to the Central Government"* A copy 
of notification No* 25/14/70- Poll. II dated the 11th July, 
1970 is placed at Annexure I* The Commission visited 
Japan, Burma. Thailand, Singapore, Mglayasia, South 
Vietnam and Formosa (Taiwan) and on the whole examined 
224 witnesses including 100 who were examined abroad* 

A large number of files and douamentj were produced 
and cited in evidence. The Commission submitted its 
report on the 30th June, 1974* 


2« The main conclusions reached by the Commission 

in its Inquiry are, in brief, as follows: 


morning of 15 .3. 1945, Netaji le ,T t 

bv a few colleagues and others 
at 3*30 P.M. and spent the 
8*00 A.H, on 17.8*1946, Netaji 

and party left by 


3 On 
Singapore a ! 
and arrived 


the 

c comp am ed 
' at Bang! 

nipnt there » At about o«vj^ , 

two planes and reached Gaigon at ll.uu 


skok 


A.M.* The Commission examined, among others, 8 witnesses 
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who accompanied ta ji in his journey up "to Saigon. 
These included Cl) Kachia 'Who was deputed by the 
Japanese Government to assist Netaji as Minister of 
tne provisional Government of free India* He remained 
with Netaji till August 17, 1945, (2; Nigeshi, another 
official of the Japanese Government who delivered the 
letter containing the terms of surrender to Netaji 
at Saramban, accompanied him to Singapore and remained 
with him till the morning of August 17, 1945, and 
(3) Gen. I' oda, who was the Chief of the Hikari Kikan, 
liaison agency of the Japanese Government with the 
Asad Hind Government, He joir^o Netaji at Singapore 
and went with him upto Saigon, The others were 
Sarvashri S C A. Iyer, Gulsara Singh and Abid Hasan 
who were members in Neta j 1 ; s provisional Government 


besides Debnath Das and Col, Pritam Singh who were close 
confidants of Neta j i , There were sock, difficulties in 
making transport arrangements for Netaji and his party 
beyond Saigon, Only two seats we re finally offered 
to him in a Japanese bomber which had come from Manila 
and was going to Dairen, in Manchuria, After some 
discussion, Netaji decided to avail himself of the two 
seats and left Saigon by the bomber plane at approximately 
5 . 00 P.M. on 17,8.1945, along vjflh his associate Habibur 
Rehman. The plane arrived at Tourain at 7.45 P.M. 
and the party spent the night there. Next day, the bomber 
left Tourain and arrived at Taipei in Formosa at 2,00 0©M* 
At Taipei, the pilot attended to a snag in one of the 
engines which he declared had been corrected after a *- 

short while o The passengers accordingly explained and 
the pilot took off at 2,35 P.M. Within a few seconds, 
one of the engines flew out and the plane crashed near the 
fringe of the Taihoku airfield . The body of the plane 
broke into two parts and caught fire, Netaji had sustained 
burn injuries of the third degree in she aircr&sh. He 



same nigh l » The Commission examined, among others, 

4 vLtn.oco.es vfoo claimed to have travelled in the ill-fated 
bomber plane with Netaji on 18.8.1945, including the 
navigator of the plane. The testimony of these 4 eye- 
wit ne 3 ses was corroborated by 11 other witnesses be 10 re 
the Commission- Among the corroborating witnesses .vas 
Dr! YashiSl who was acting as the Chief of the Branch 
Hospital at the Taihoku Army Hospital, wno claimed ^o 
have bfen present when Netaji died and to have signed 
his d eat h c- cut fi oats , The Commission has concluded 
that the numerous stories about the meetings of 
other persons with Netaji at various places and times 
after 1945 are completely false and unacceptaole. 
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4, The Commission has thus arrived at the same 
conclusion that was reached by the Shah Nawaz Khan 
Committee in 1956 that ’Meta ji died in an air- crash 
at Taihoka on the 18th August, 1945 „ The Commission 
has summarised its findings in Chapter IX of the report, 

5 o In paras 3,19' to 3,21 in Chapter III , the Commission 
has referred to two factors among the several causes 
that contributed to' delay in the completion of inquiry* 

One relates to the- delay in the appointment of a 
Government counsel to conduct the" proceedings and render 
legal assistance to the Commission. The connected facts 
briefly are that th m request xbr the appointment of a 
counsel to assist the Commission was received in 
October, 1970, The appointment of ghri Gopi Nath 
Pi k shit was first considered and finalised and then it 
transpired that he had appeared be f o r - the shah Nawaz 
Khan Committee also. Some other names were then 
considered but could not be finalised because one 
counsel was not willing to accompany tie Commission to 
Japan and another counsel declined to accept the 
appointment after the appointment order was issued* 
Finally, the Ministry of* Law suggested the name of 
Shri T.R, Bhasin and he was appointed with effect from 
the 28th March, 1972, 


6* The second factor mentioned by the Commission 
relates to the delay in arrangements for its visit to 
Taiwan, There was some delay in processing this 
matter because it involved the question of an official 
committee visiting a country with which we did not have 
any diplomatic relations. 

7. Besides the points noted above, there are no other 
aspects of the report which call for any clan fJ. cation 
from the Government's side. There is also no aspect of 
the report calling for follow up action by the 
Government 


The 


findings of the Commission may be accepted 


8, Soon after the Commission submitted its report to 
the Government, repeated demands have been made in the 
Parliament by shri Samar Guha , M.P,, and some others 
that the report should be laid on the tabxe of the 
House immediately. Cabinet's approval is sought for 
laving the report on the table of the House during 
the current session itself with the- following report 
about the action taken by Government. 


"Government have examined the report submitted 
bv the commission of Inquiry appointed in 
July-, 1970 to enquire into all the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance 
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i'.f Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent 
develop me nt 7 P 0 nne et ed therewith* The Government have 
decided to accent the findings of the Go emission, that 
Neta.11 Subhas Chandra Bose died in an air crash on the 
18th August, 1945 at TAIHOKU airfield j.n TAIWAN . 

9, Home Minister has seen and approved this note. 


Sd/- 

(N.K. MUKARJI) 
HOME SECRETARY 

/?, No . 31/2/74- Poll ( D-II I ) 

New Delhi-110001 
Dated* August 27, 1974® 


C p T-il ne t Se c rf; t, a ri at . 


AMacjAUlUj J 


No. 25/ 14/70- Poll* II 
G tllcto. i.vt>u NT w'e* Ii'U Jm. 

i v il rd-Lo-ixt! Ojj i* >tT x ’»■ o 

New Delhi, fhe l^th July, 1970 
auTIRIOAI I UN 

S»0. 2375»- Wh-bhAAb -^he Shah Nawaz Khan Committee 
appointed by the Government of India in April, 195°, to inquire 
into and to report to the Government of India on the circumstances 
concerning the departure of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose from 
Bangkok about the 16th August, 1947, his reported death as 
a result of an aircraft accident, and subsequent developments 
connected therewith, had come to the conclusion that Netaji 
Subhas Chandra Bose met his death in an air crash; 

AND VfcLdiL-uiAS there is a widespread feeling amonghst the 
public that the problem of finding the tr uth about Netaji's 
de a th s t il 1 r e m a ins ; 

AmJ WHAhjaab there has been a persistent demand for a further 
inquiry into the matter; 

AND tan ERA aS liiA Central Government is of opinion that it 
is necessary to appoint a Commission of Inquiry for _ the purpose 
of making an inquiry into a definite matter of public importance, 
namely, the disappearance of Netaji Subhas Chandra Bose in 194-5; 

beta ^TeavoiiNQ ^ ? p n exercise of the powers conferred by Section 
3 of the Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952), the 
Central Government t hereby appoints a Commission of Inquiry 
consisting of Shri G.D, Khosla , Retired Chief Justice of t he 
Punjab High Court, as sale member. 

2. The Commission shall inquire into all the facts and 
circumstances relating to the disappearance of Netaji Subhas 
Chandra Bose in 1945 and the subsequent developments connected 
therewith and make its report to the Central Government. 

The Commission will be expected to complete its inquiry and 
make its report by the 31st December, 197G* 

3. The Central Government is of opinion that having regard to 
the nature of the inquiry to be made and other circumstances 

of the case, all the provisions of sub-section (2), sub-section 
(3), sub-section (4) and sub-section ( 5 ) of Section 5 of the 
Commissions of Inquiry Act, 1952 (60 of 1952) should be made 
applicable to the said Commissi on and the Central Government 
hereby directs under sub-section (l) of the said section 5 
that all the provisions aforesaid shall aoply to the said 
commission. Sf/~ 

T . C . a . bA IiMXv/ aS a ViRDoiN 
Joint Secretary 
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_P oln ts Raised by S hr i Sa ma r Guha 
inT-I s sp each th To n: Sab ' o.a 
on August '977 

1. Revelations in ’’Transfer of Power 1942-47 

Volume -VI” published recently by the British 
G o ve r lire n t „ 


Shr 1 Guha has referred to document No. 57 which is a 
letter dated August 23,19^5 fn om Shri F„ Mudie, the then 
Home Member of the Viceroy’s Executive Council to Sir & . 

Jenkins, Private Secretary to the Viceroy which examines 
■ various options before the Government for dealing with 
Subhash Chandra Bose. He has also referred to document- 
No. 168 which contains the minutes of the meeting of the 
India Burma Committee of the British Cabine held on 
October 25, 1945 under the chairmanship of the British 
Prime Mini: tor . While discussing the treatment of Indian and 
Burmese collaborators with the enecy, it was generally agreed 
that the only vicilian renegade of importance was Subhash 
Chandra Bose. On the basis of these documents, Shri Guha 
has tried to draw the inference that the Government of ^ India 
in those days w r ere in pee session of Information indicating 
that Netajiwas not dead. However, Shri Guha’s inference 
is not logical. In the chaotic conditions which were 
prevailing immediately after the close of World War-TI, it 
was not possible for the then British Government in India to 
acceptwithout verification the rCepor ts of the Jepanese News 
Agency to the effect that Subhash Chandra Bose had died 
as a result of injuries sustained in a plane til crash 
on August, 18, 1945 , at Taihoku. Several investigations 
were carried out by various Military and para-Mil itary 
Organisations of tine British Government and it was 
only towax-ds the close of 1945 that the British Government 
came to the conclusion that the r eport regarding the 
death of Subhash Chandra Bose on August lb, 1945 was correct 
and the announcement of his death was not par * - of 
a plan to cover up Bose’s escape to Russia. Thus, in 
document No. 161 , which is a Memorandum dated 
£4o10.45 by the Secretary of State for India for 
consideration by the India Burma Committee of the 
British Cabinet, Lord Pe thick Lawrence has referred to 
Subhash Chandra Bose in the following words:- 

’’Apart from Subhash Bose if he is alive, few of those 
on the list are at present well known in India." Thus, when 
the Cabinet Committee was being briefed the Government 
was clearly aware of reports regarding Bose’s death but 
the reports were not taken as conclusive since the verification 
by the British authorities was nit yet complete. Similarly in 
document No. l54 which is a memorandum dated 20 o ' 1 ") o 45 by the K 
Secretary of State for consideration by the Cabine t C ommittee , 
the question posed is regarding action to be taken against 
Subhash Chandra Bose "if he were found alive". This phrase 
neither proves nor disproves the Japanese Report of Bose's 
Death on August 1 8 , 19^5* 
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2 . Wave I T 1 s : J our nal . 

On August 24, 1945 -Lord Wavell mad 6 the following 
e n try in h as jour nal : - 

,: I wonder if the Japanese announcement of Subhash 
Chandra Bose’s death in an air-crash is true, I suspect 
it very much, it is just what would be given out if he 
meant to go underground. My first reaction when it was 
to tell P.S.V. to ask S.E.A.C. to make most careful enqufreies 
into the story as soon as they could. If it is true, it will >v 
be a great relief. His disposal would have presented a most 
difficult problem." 

Again on September 21, 1945 ford Wavell made the following 
entry in his journal: - 

"According to the Japs at Singapore, S <C . Bose definitely 
is dead but I shall be sceptical till lurther confirmation." 

On the basis of the above reactions noted by ford 'Wavell in 
his journal Shr i Guha has tried to draw the inference that the 
British Government did not pslieve in the Japanese report 
of the death of Shri Bose. Justice Khosla » has gone into this 
aspect of the matter in para 4c 124 of his report, justice Khosla 
has mentioned that in subsequent entries in his journal, ford 
Wavell took Bose’s death as proved and repeatedly referred to 
him as a dead person. 

3. M o un th a t te n ’ s D iar y . ^ 

Shri Guha has referred in his speech toe ertain excerpts 
from Mounthatten ’ s Diary which were placed before tine Khosla 
Commission, a telegram dated 17.10.1945 from Headquarters British 
Troops in China to is as foil ows : ** 

rDKl states when Bose was preparing to leave Burma 

with his family by plane Chinese intercepted Japanese 

message ordering Bose to separate from his f amily 
and remain in Burma » Dili’s supposition is that though Bose's 
family were in the place that- crashed Bose was not there and 
he subsequently escaped into Tha.il and. Dill has no evidence 
other than the intercept but is still convinced that he is 
correct. (DM I here appears to be the Chinese DMI)’’. 

Again, the Weekly Intelligence Review for the week ending 
November 2, 1945 las a section on Bose* The Review comments that 
the story (about Bose's death) cannot be taken as final until 
the photographs said to have been taken on the spot and the ^ 

actual remains of Bose have been examined. The r eview also 
comments that the story conveys the general impression that it 
is true but the possibility that it is f ictltious cannot 
be overlooked for 3 reasons (a) all records at Bangkok and 
Saigon were destroyed by the Japs, With the exception of a 
file containing four signals connected with the incident 
(a possible plant) (b) the Japanese General Isoda was annxious to 
inform the Indian Community of Bose’s departure, possibly in 
order to prepare them for the news of his death (c) the fact 
that one soiree stated that Bose died in japan whilst others 
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said in Formosa (but the comment is made that the Japs nay have 
regarded to another report in the Mountabatten piper which reads 
as follows: - 

"It appears the whole things are suspicious. It has 

been said that only two seats were available in 
the plane. It is natural that any important person like 
Bose should have been allowed to move in an special plane. 

The description of the funeral is more suspicious. 

The secret signals found say that Bose died that very 
night at Taihoku and the dead body was flown to Tbkyo. 

The news that was broadcast by the Domai news agency said that 
Bose died in Japan, digain Habibur Rahman says that Bose 
died at Tokyo and his body was cremated there. Such 
contradictions are suspicious. It car be said that Bose 
definitely left Saigon. Perhaps the air-crash was cooked 
up at Taihoku. Possibly after that Bose escaped somewhere." 

It is no doubt true that at the time when the do_ath 
of Subhash Chandra Bose was rep or ted in August 1945 there was an 
element of sceptis* in Government and military circles. The 
Mountbatten papers, however, do not contain an; finding tha* 
Subhash Chandra Bose did not die on August 18 , 1945 in the 
circumstances, mentioned by Japan. On the contrary, the finding 
in the Mountbatten papers is definitely to the effect that 
Bose died at Taihoku on August 1 8 , 19^+3 • There is a reference 
in the Mountbatten papers vj Telegram 219 of 21.5*1946 from 
Uklim to B.aGs.Ci a in which it is stated that n we are satisfied that 
death of Bose has been established beyond all reasonable 
doubt and would have preferred not to reopen enquiry . " 

There is another report in the Mountbatten papers which 
* relates to the last movements of Subhash Chandra Bise. This 
report states that the plane carrying S .C . Bose crashed at 
1400 hrs . on August *i8, 1 945 at Taihoku. Subhash Chandra Bose 
was injured seriously in the crash. He was removed to hospital 
where he died at 2400 hrs. cn the night of August 1 8/ 19, 1 9^+5 » 
This report is baded on information furnished by Lt . Gen. Isoda 
of the H ikar i Kik.an which w as the liaison organisation between 
the Government of Japan and the provisional Government of 
Subhas Chandra Bose. 

4 . Te I eg ram f r oa Me.- Ar th ur to M o untbatten. 


shr i Guha has referred to a telegram sent by Gen. Me 
Arthur to Lord Mountbatten at Singapore in which Me. Arthur has 
stated "Bose has again escaped". From this Shri Guha has tried 
to draw the inference that the crash story is false. This 

been discussed in para 4. 125 cf the Khosla Commission 
f i f, ° Khosla has st-abod that even if ibis statement 


matter has 

Report. Justice __ _ . .. _ 

was made, it obviously meant that the Allied Military Augnorities 
had not been able to cap tire Bose alive and that the observations 
cannot be taken to mean that there was any information of Bose's 
escape to a place of safety- 

5 . Reaction of Mahatma Gandhi to the news of Bcs c* s de a th 


Shri Guha has referred to the following statements 
allegedly made by Mahatma Gandhi: - 
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•A 1 


(i) 

Subhas Chandra Bose had thrown dust in the ev*-s 
of the British a -d es aped from India; 


(ii) 

Even if I am shown the ashes of Bose, I will not 
believe that Bose is deed; 


( iii) 

I believed that Subhas Bose is still alive and is 
hi ling. I admire his courage and patriotism; 


(iv) 

Whatever you may tell me to the contrary, I still 
believe in my heart of hearts that Netaji is 
al ive . 



Justice Khosla has referred to the statements allegedly made by 
Mahatma Gandhi in para 4.119 and p£ fa 8-8. of his report. Justice 
Khosla has stated that if Mahatma Gandhi did say these 
things they could only have been prompted by his deep respect 
for Bose and a desire to see him alive. When any one near 
and dear to us or anyone great is reported t‘ have died, we are 
reluctant to reconcile ourselves to the loss and so we do not 
believe in his death. Mahatma Gandhi's expressions amouPt 
to nothing more than such thinking or a symbolic tribute t„ Bose. 

Moreover, Prof. Guha himself stated before the Khosla Commission 
that after Col. Habib ur Rahman met Gandhiji and gave him an 
account of the air-crash Gandhiji said "of ter meeting 
Col. Habibur Rahman, I would ask my con try men to telieve 
what Habibur -^ehman said” - Therefore, according to Prof. 

Guha himself, Gandhiji bel ieved Habibur Rehman ' s story. ^ 

6 . Testimony of Shri Alfred WauR. a Cannadian correspondent . 

According to Shri Guha, Mr. Alfred Waug met Sardar 
Baldev ^ingh, Pandit Nehru and also Subhas Chandra Bose 
and showed a photograph of Netaji taken at D&lat near 
Saigon after august 18 , 1945- The facts regarding Mr. 

Waug's photograph have been dealt with by Justice 
Khosla in para 7.8 of his report. Justice Khosla has 
completely disbelieved the alleged encounter of Mr . Waug with 
Netaji. This has been done on the basis of the fact that Mr. 

Waug was commissioned by a paper to write a story about 
Bose, but the story was never published and there is 
nothing to show that Waug's encounter with Bose after 
the date of the alleged crash was ever given pub], ic ty under 
Waug's signature in any American newspaper. 

7 . Message rece iv ed b y Gand hli i/ Pan I it Nehru f ro m Bose from 

Man ph i i a an i d . xstin wv of S hr .1 Shy . fi i ri -. 4 a l — g-axa 

Shri Guha h - s asserted that the British Intelligence reported 
that Gandhiji and Nehru receiv 1 some kind of secret 
communication from Netaji from Manchuria. Reference has also 
been made to the testimony of Shr i Shy am • Lj al Jain (witness No. 21 
before the Khosla Commission) who staged that in the end of 
December 1945 he was summoned by Mr. Nehru and asked to ma e 
copies of a letter which s te ted that Subhas Chandra Bose arrived 
at Manchuria on August 23, 1945 . Shri 3.L. Jain further 
testified that he took down on dictation from Mr. Nehru a letter 
to Mr. Clement Attlee, Prime Minister of England, stating that 
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Russians had allowed Bose to enter Russia ann that this was a 
clear betrayal of faith by *che Russians. The testimony of 
Shri Shyam Lai Jain is at pages 1259-1400 of Volume No. IV of 
the > trans.-i-lp yfbf _ oral testimony before the Khosla Commission. 
Shri Jain's testimony was o "lously not considered of probative 
value by Justice Khosla in the absence of any supporting 
documents. 


8 , 


Report of Bos e \ s presenc e in Russia. 



_ _ on Khost in December ,1945 

that Bose was in Moscow. Shri Guha nas also stated that the 
Russian Vice Copsu'j. General, in Tehran disclosed in March 46 
that Bose was in Russia where he was secretly organising a 
group of Russians to %/ork on the same lines as the INA. The 
Ministry of Ksternsl Affairs during the course of collecting 
documents from foreign powers for the Khosla Commission had ; 
addressee our Embassy in Moscow to request the Russia n 
Govarnment for documents that may be available with them which 
have a bearing on the Inquiry. Our Mission pent a negative 
reply about availability of documents in Russian in this regard. 
They also quoted an entry made against the name of NetajI . 
in the Great Soviet Encyclopaedia to the effect that IJetaji 
died during an air— crash in 1945. In para 8.8 of his report 
Justice Kh r .?*Ia has referred to an alleged article which v/as 
published in Pravda in the Soviet Union and after a full 
discussion he has discounted the contentions of Frof. Cuba 
about Bose being in Russia® 
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Shri Guha has slated that certain portions of Iyer's 


afy 


the report was 
suppressed refers 


Tada regarding a secret Japanese plan to 


report to Pandit. Ksihru were suppressed when 
placed in Parliament® The portion alleged 
to disclosures by Col. Tada regarding 

Bose to Russia® Col. T a d f and I so da are supposed to 
the architects of this secret plan. The evidence of 
Tada has been elaborately discussed by Justice Khosla in 
ic; 4 a 7 Q to 4,73 of his report, Is would appear that 


send 
bee n 
Col. 
paragraphs 


nave 


when Iyer was informed 
by Col. Tada, he was di 


ibout Boss' s death cn August 20,1945 
sin dined to believe 


■ ad a * 


s story 

because Tada was not very communicative , At ohe same time, 

Iyer did not reject Tada' s story. However, ultimately Iyer 
accepted the crash story t-ocauso at Tokyo he received ifetaji s 
ashes at the Imperial apane.se Headquarters and helped to 
carry them to the Renkoji Temple and also treated the ashes with 
the reverence due to his leader. It was again Iyer who Was 
asked to draft the announcement of Bose's death whicn was to be 
broadcSt oS August 23,1945, and he did so. In 1951 when Iyer 
went to Japan to enquire i nbo the properties belonging to INA 
in India and abroad, he was asked by the/Subhas Chandra Bose 
and authentic information regarding the gold and jewelxery 
ci?r?ed by him on his last known plw* flight. In his report, 
Shri Ivor' discussed the story of the fatal air-crash In 
considerable retail and went on to say 'in conclusion I would 
reneat that I hare not the faintest doubt in my Hand that the 
'alls that are enshrined in the Renkoji Temple in io.cyo 
are of Netaji’ s"® 


.. 6 /- 


10 


N ehru's beliefs about Bose’s Jegth. 


Shri Guha has referral to a letter written in 1962 by ?' niit 
Nehru to Shri Sur .sh Chan Ira Bose , elder brother of Ketaji in which 
Pandit Nehru stated:- ^ 

}r f ou have asked me to send you proof cf Netaji Subhns Chandra 

Bose's death. I cannot send you any precise and direct proof”. 

Shri Guha has again referred to a reply by -fendit Nehru to a letter 
of A miya Bose in which he said:- 

"Iagree wi th you that something should be done to finalise 

the question of Netaji' s death”. 

On the basis of the above s tatement.s Professor Guha 
has tried to come to the conclusion that Pandit Nehru himself was 'saof 
at all convinced that Netaji was dead. Justice Khosla has discussed th 
aspect of the matter very extensively in paras 4.116, 4.117 and 4.118 
of his report. Justice Khosla has come to the conclusion that if 
Mr. Nehru's replies are read in full, the intei pretat ion sought 
to be placed upon them is a gross travesty of what he said. 

Mr, Nehru had throughout taken the stand that he believed in Bose's 
death. Justice Khosla has further stated that Mr. ^ehru’ s decision 
to appoint the Shah Nawaz Committee to inquire into Bose's death 
cannot be interpreteda s arising from a doubt entertained by him 
regarding the truth of the crash story. Such a decisiorybf ten 
means no more than that the Government in power has nothing to conceal 
The Government's good faith and its truly democratic nature are 
proved all the more convincingly by what may prove to be a 
r e dun dan t in qu iry . 

1 1 . pa ilure of the G overnment to pr o cure documents called 
"for by the Khosla Coramlssio , 

Shri Guha has stated that although a 1 is t of 38 documents was 
submitted to the Government of India, only 5 documents were 
produced, and the Go/ernrient stated that the r emaining documents 
were either lost or destroyed. Reference has also been made to 
file 12/22 6/56/PM from the PM’s office which was reportedly destroyed 
by burning. In this context, paras 9* l(xxii), 8 A and 8.5 sf the 
Khosla C ommiss ion Repor t may be referred to Justice Khosla has 
categorically stated that there is no evidence of any attempt by 
the Government to withhold evidence or place impediments in the w ay of 
the Commission, gll documents calls 1 for have been supplied. Justice 
Khosla has further’ stated that a s and when he received information 
regarding files and documents which could throw light on the subject 
matter of the Inquiry, he sent a requisition to the Government. 

The requisition was invar iably .complied with and all files and 
documents asked for were made available, except one file which was 
sail to have bet n destroyed in the ordinary course of routine 
according to which old and unwanted files are destroyed. The 
position with regard to this particular file w as specifically 
explained by the former PM Smt. Indira Q a ndhi in a letter written 
tp Professor Guha on January 1, 197*+. ^ 

S 

1 2 . Visit to T ai wan . 

Shri Guha has referred to the visit of the Khosla Commission to 
Taiwan and stated that it was only as a result of Shri Gubin's personal 
battle for six months that Mrs. Gandhi agreed to the visit. He has 
further stated that the Khosla C ommiss ion was instructed by the 
Government of India not to have any kind of Communication either with 
the Government of Taiwan or with any non- official organisation. Shri 
Guha ' s conclusion is that this restriction imposed on the Khosla Comm- 
ission rendered its visit to Taiwan infructious. The circumstances 


under which the visit to Taiwan was arranged and the- warmer 
ln wnic!l the Commission was to function in Taiwan has been 
explained by justice Khosia in para 3°21 and arcs 

8.41 to 8.47 of his report. Justice Knosla has stated 
that 3n all its inquiry outside India involving contacts 
with foreign Government agencies, the Commission has 
functioned with the assistance of Indian Missions 
located abroad® Taking into consideration the fact 
that we have no Mi 33 Ion in Taiwan, si ch assistance 
was not possible when the Commission visited Taiwan. 

In view of this and in view of the fact that we have 
no diplomatic relations with Taiwan, it was suggested 
that the Commission may make independent inquiries 
without enlisting the formal cooperation of any official 
or no iv official body in Taiwan, and make its own 
arrangements on a private basis. The Commissi on 
decided to accept this suggestion. Justice Khosia 
has categorically stated that he was not constrained 
by any directive or Inhibition. Justice Khosia has 
also concluded that any criticism by Shri Guha or anyone 
else regarding the Commission 1 s manner of functioning 
in Taiwan is wholly unfounded and appears to have been 
motivated by the fact that despite the visit to Taiwan, 
no cogent and reliable evidence abou. the subject 
matter of tne inquiry conic be discovered there® 

,&p •’-re a o o n d e n ce be tw o e n fa, n d i l l-c h v.i ind Choi nr -. 


Shri Cuba has stated that Pandit Nehru had Whitten 
a letrer to Chi e n g-Kai- Shek in 1946 requesting him 
to conduct an inquiry, and that an inquiry was conducted 
by the Mayor of Taipei who came to the conclusion that 
there was no proof of any plane crash® Justice Khosia 
has referred to this aspect of the matter in para 8*9- 
of his report. He has stated that the Mayor of Taipei 
who arrived in Taipei some time after August 18,1945 


a nrl who is said to have made some sort o: 


inquiry into 
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the matter was dead when the Commission visited Taiwan. 
Justice Kb sol a has further stated that the Mayor's 
report, If available, would have been inadmissible 
in' evidence, for it would be nothing more than the 
opinion of an individual® 


14 . Wind dir ection at Tnl hpku .yxMrpjp.jt,® 

Shri Guha has referred to a statement by the 
Mate reoiogi cal Officer at the T a ihoka Airport to tie 
3 f feet that during this time, in the. month of August, 
the wind biows from Noruh to South* Since the a_ 1 
strip is from North to south and since a olatie always 
takes off against the wind current, the p’ i*ne would 
have gone from South to Nortn^ If there and been 
any accident at all, the accident could have been 
at the North end of the air strip, ait each and 
3 very witness said that the air-crash took place 
at the South end of the airport near the Japanese 
Temple. I have not found any discussion in the Khosia 
Commission Report regarding the wind direction at 
l aihoku in August, However, it would hardly be 
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logical to disbelieve the entire crash story cn the 
basis of a general statement regarding the direction 
of the wind at* a particular time in a particular month. 
Kven when, an easterly wind is expected , it is not 
impossible for _ a westerly wind to blow. Similarly ? 
when a north wind is expected, it is not impossible for 
a southerniy wind to blow. Persons who were present 
in the place which crashed have testified before the 
Khosla Commission about the crash and it would be 
highly illogical- to disbelieve the entire testimony of 
all these witnesses merely on the basis of a general 
statement about the direction in which the wind generally! - 
blows around a particular time in a particular month of 
the year at a particular place. 

15 o To stlm o ny_ that crash occ i ^-ved in 1944 > 


Shri Guha has referred to the testimony of a student 
who said that the crash took place at that exact place 
in 1S44 and not in 1S45® Shri Guha has himself 
admitted that Justice Khosla did not accept the 
testimony and dismissed it as a figment of the imagination., 
Sven if we agree that a crash took place in 1944, It 
cannot lead to an inference that another crash did 
not take place in 1945® In para 6®32 of his report 
Justice Khosla has referred to similar evidence which 
was sought to be adduced by j>r® S.N, Sinha* Dr. Sinha 1 s 
evidence has been discussed at great length by Justice 
Khosla who came to the conclusion that T)r, Sinha has j* 

attempted to practise fraud upon the Commission® 

Justice Khosla r :as further stated that T>r® Sinha has 
acquired the travellers 1 proverbial propensity and 
readiness to tell lies® 


16 , R eport by. the . C SD IC (Combined Services Detail ed 
* ' '■ Irenes Centre).® 


Shri Guha has referred in his speech to the testimony 
of Shri B.C . Chakraborty of the C SDIC . The CSDIC was a 
global organisation of which Coi® Stevenson was the 
local commander, shri E,C, Chakraborty was a member of 
the Indian Police Ponce and was deputeo to one 
Department of the Government of India during World 
War II and was attached to the CSDIC „ An inquiry was 
conducted by a team of officers of the the 

circumstances under which Netaji is supposed to have 
died, Shri B„C, Chakraborty, who appeared as a wicness 
be fo re the Khosla Commission, was the person who cairied 
out a major part of the Inquiry and prepared the 
•Final report. Shri Chakraborty stated in his testimony 
before the Commission that CSDIC report came co tne 
conclusion that the testimony of Col. Habibur Rahman was 

untrue anfi »n S f In^pwLrti^ofVtaJi. 

° P roS a pa-- g J ?A6 To tt* o/the Khosla Oomdsslon Report 
it wmia appear that while Shri Chakraborty was 
testifying before the Khosla Commission, one ogp-C report 

.. 9 /- 


•9~ 


was^not before the Khosla Commission and this lea 
Shri Chakraborty to make absolutely false statements 
without fear of co nt ad i oti on. But the CSDlo 
report was subsequently made available to the commission 
and disproved in every material particularly the oral 
restimoriy which Shri Chakraborty gave before the 
Commission. Justice Khosla has concluded that 
Shri Chakraborty' s statement appears to have been 
made in the hope that the file would not be forthcoming, 

17* Eaasa afleg Ust _of j*ig„p iacgL a . 

Shri Guha has stated that Justice Khosla has 
relied on rhe evidence of 4 witnesses who claimed to 
have travelled in the same plane as Netaji , However, 
since there is no documentary evidence to prove that 
these witnesses actually travelled in the plane with 
Netaji, their testimony is not reliable 0 This aspect 
of the matter has been specifically dealt with by Justice 
Khosla in paras 4.40 & 4,85 to 4,89 of the report * 

Justice Khosla has mentioned that the papers in the plane 
must have perished in the fire , because che front 
portion of che plane where they would normally be carried 
was completely destroyed,* Justice Khosla has further 
stated that any flight papers at the army headquarters 
in Datar or Saigon must have been lost or destroyed^ 
because they were not required by any authority 0 _ There _ 
is also no evidence that there was at any time, in existence, 
any flight papers relating to the flight of the Bomber 
which left Saigon with li'ataji and Habibur Rahman on 
August 17, 1945, It is only conjecture that such papers 
must have been prepared. 

18 . Contradi c tions in the t estimon sLjafLdlffacfi&t , 


Shri Guha has stated that the testimony of all the 
witnesses is full of discrepancies and contradictions. 

He has cited several instances. He has referred to the 
tjrpe of plane, the place from which the plane came, 
the arrival at Touralne , the place where Netaji stayed 
at Touraine. the actual cause of the crash, ^etc. 

Justice Khosla was fully aware of certain discrepancies 
in the testimonies of different witnesses as will appear 
from para 4.50 (iii). The matter was argued strenuously 
be fore the Khosla Commission,, Justice Khosla has discussed 
these arguments in paras 4.60 to 4„S5 and come to the 
conclusion that the discrepancies to which his attention 
had been drawn do not falsify the story of the crash. 

These discrepancies are due to the passage oi time and 
the memory of witnesses becoming somewhat Vague 
regarding matters of detail, 
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19 • T estimony of S hri Jag^ish Kodesi a,. 

Shri Guha has liege' that Shri J aguish Kc^esia, 
who was at one time President of the Delhi Congress, 
testified before the Khosla Commission that in 1961 
when he went to. Dalat, a place tie ar Saigon, the Bishop 
of Dalat told him that on the day of the reported plane 
crash and al so on the day on which the death was announced, 
Netaji w'as with the Bishop of Dalat 0 I do not think v 
any notice need be taken of the testimony of 
Shri Kodesia- Chapter of the report of the Khosla 
Commission, running into no fewer than 43 paragraphs, 
discusses in elaborate detail the testimony of many 
witnesses (their number is legion) who claimed to have 
met or talked to Bose at various times and places 
after August IS, 1945. Justice Khosla has not found 
any substance in any one of these stories „ 


2 0, Inquiry i nfo the plane era hi bv the Japanese 

authoriti es-: 

Sh_l Guha has referred to the fact that Genral 
Isamaye, Chief of the Japanese Formosan^ army told the 
Shah ITawaa '"'ommittee that he had asked General Ande , 
his second in command to held an inquiry into the plane 
crash* Even then no inquiry was made* From this, 

Shri Guha has drawn the ‘inference that there was no * 

plane crash* In paras 4.86 & 4 & 90 of his report Justice 
Khosla has stated that the absence of an inquiry by the 
Japanese cannot lead to the inference that the crash 
story is false* In the chaotic conditions prevailing 
at that time, when the Japanese were hurrying to get 
out of Formosa when the American forces were exp, cted 
to arrive at any moment and occupy the island, no inquiry 
could have been held or even conte ablated* 

21 «, 1 nrml ries bv Jnrarese non — official agencies . 

Shri Guha has referred to an inquiry conducted 
< 50 me years after the crash by a Japanese non— official 
agency, Shri Guha has stated that a copy of the report 
was published in ■’ Beacon cross Asia”, It was stated 
in the retort that a number of leading aeronautical 
experts from Japan with full knowledge and experience 
of flying and maintenance of combat planes conducted 
an inquiry and did not believe the crash story. 

T have not been able to locate the publication 
referred to by Shri Guha nor do 1 find any mention 
of it in the khosla Commission Report, however, in 
view of the observations of Justice Khosla regarding 
the alleged inquiry report of the Mayor of Taipei, 
even if the report in Beacon Cross Asia is m ade 
available, it will not be considered to be anything 
but an opinion an^ cannot have any probative va.i.ue. 
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2 2» Jte lftg&gg d eath of pers o ns In tic nl ^na, 

2hrl Guha has stated that it is strange that there 
was a selective survival and selective death ->nd all 
those persons who h a d to die had died pnd all those 
who had to survive survived, 1'hls has again been 
discussed by Justice Xhosla in para 4,5000 and in 
para 4,33 of his report. He has stated that the facts 
do not support the submission that all passengers 
destined for Machuria died and the only survivors 
were persons who were not to go to Manchuria* 


23* Lac k of honou r s to Neta.i l., 


Shi-1 Guha has referred to the fact that no 
military honours were accorded to Bose at his funeral. 
He was held in high esteem by the Japanese and it is 
inconceivable that the Japanese would have allowed 
his dead body to be cremated without the usual military- 
honours* Prom this Shri Cuba has tried to draw the 
inference that Bose did not die at all* This has 
again been discussed by Justice Xhosla in par -a. 4.S4 of 
his report* He has referred to the post-war and post 
surrender conditions prevailing in territory occupied 
by the Americans and complete demoralisation of the 
Japanese war machine* After August IS, the emphasis 
was not at all on the observation of protocol and 
proprieties but on promptness in carrying out whatever 
tasks could be performed before the allied forces 
clamped down a total ban on all Japanese movements* 

24 * Cremati on ojj Wot rii end do -i t h certi fic ate of 
t'karal chircu 


Shri Guha has referred to the cremation permit 
and a death certificate in respect of one Ckara Ichiro, 
The argument is that this cremation permit and death 
certificate are alleged to be in respect of Netaji, 
but since the details in the permit and certificate 
do not correspond to Net'll, Netaji could not possibly 
have died* Justice Xhosla has referred to this^ 
aspect of the matter in paras 4. s 93 to 4.?9 of his 
report and has come to the conclusion that these two . 
documents have no evidentiary value at all and neither 
of them proves or disproves anything* The argument 
advanced by Shri Cuba is in the nature of a non-sequitur, 
for what does net relate to an event cannot be used to 
disprove it. It is tantamount to raising a phantom 
and" then destroying it. 


25 • phot o grab h J22&Z. 

of Kn.hm.ati* 


and 


t he test ' v 


Shri Guha has referred to the photographs which 
were taken at the time of the crash and afterwards. 

He has tried to make much of the fact that there is no 
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photo graph showing the face cf Netaji. This aspect of 
the matter has again teen discussed in para 4 -.84 of 
Justice Khosla* s report. He lias x u-OLudod that some 
photographs were probably taken and there were produced 
by Col, Rahman but since Col, Rahman has not been examined 
as a witness and there is no evidence to prove the 
genuineness of the photographs, he would not rely on them. 
He treated the photographs as document^’which had not been 
proved. This does not mean that he declared the 
documents to be fal.se and, therefore, contradictory 
cf the story of the crash. Since it was not known who 
took the photographs, to whom they were handed over 
and through which agency they received publicity they 
could not be used in evidence. In any event, there was 
no point in taking a photograph of Bose's face because 
he had sustained such extensive burns that his face 
was unrecognisable though in the form of his body 
resemblance remains <3 to make identification possible. 


26. H a hafi ; s watch. 


Finally Shri Guha has referred to the watch which 
Netaji was wearing at the crash. Shri Guha has alleged 
that the watch which was produced before the Commission 
is rectangular in shave whereas Netaji never wore a 
rectangular watch. Shri Guha has also referred to the 
fact that the watch showed the time as 2-35, This 
again has been discussed by Justice Khosla in paras 
4.103 to par a 4.106 of his report, The_ fact which emerges 
is that the watch was handed over by Col. Rahman to 
F audit Xbhru who in turn handed it over to Shri Ami a 
Bose . ghri Ami a Bose who was quest, oned at greath 
length by the Commission was inclined to believe the 
story attributed to H a bibur Rahman and to accept the 
fact that the watch did in fact belong to oubhas 
Bose, The father of Sarat Chandra Bisc also did not 
doubt the story* Regarding the timing shown on the 
watch, Justice Khosla has stated that he personally 
tested and found the hands of the watch couid oe easily 
manipulated. Consequently, the timing suown on the 
watch cannot lead to any inference abouo die time 
when the crash took place,. 
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G0\ r ERKT r ENT OP INDIA ( BHARAT S-iUOjTJ 
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.Motion in the Lok Sabha by Shri 
Samar Guha for a fresh inquiry into 
the disappear nee of ITetaji Subhns 
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Case _No a 335/56/77 Item 7 


Motion in the Lok Sabha 'by Shr i Samar 
Guha for a fresh inquiry into' th e 
disappearance of Neta.ii Subhas Chandra Bose. 
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The Cabinet considered the note dated 17 «1 1<>1977 
from the Ministry of Home Affairs(Gr.ih Mantralaya) and approved 
the proposals contained in para 8 thereof,. 
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